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Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, 1818–2018: 
Circuits and Circulation 

 
The Interuniversity Centre for the Study of Romanticism (CISR) and the Department of Languages, 
Literatures, and Modern Culture at the University of Bologna, together with Cardiff University, the ERA 
(European Romanticisms in Association) network, the British Association for Romantic Studies and the Open 
University, are sponsoring a two-day conference (20-21 September 2018) to celebrate the bicentenary of the 
publication of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein in 1818. There will also be a half-day pre-conference on 19 
September, aimed at postgraduate and early career researchers, for which we invite proposals. 
 
The conference focuses on the various circuits and connections that have been involved in the circulation of 
Frankenstein. Perhaps no literary work has shaped perceptions of literature and science more than 
Frankenstein, which has played a pivotal role in Romantic and modern history and culture. An already 
substantial body of scholarship on literature and science has enriched and complicated our understanding of 
Frankenstein in early nineteenth-century culture. Moreover, given that our knowledge of the Romantic period 
has grown by leaps and bounds in recent decades, it is high time for a re-evaluation of Shelley’s novel in 
relation to a number of key contexts: the scientific culture of the time; Shelley’s familial and intellectual circles; 
gender dynamics; transnational networks; editions; literary sources and models; translations and adaptations. 
The conference will also consider Frankenstein’s afterlives, together with contemporary critical readings of 
the text.  
 
We invite papers on the following themes: 
 
• Gendering science: women scientists and science in women’s education; women and botany; women and 

anatomy; male and female bodies; the work of Mary Somerville, Jane Marcet, Anna Morandi 
• Science and the gothic: body horror; the gothic laboratory; gothic traditions; gothic subjectivities 
• Mary Shelley’s relations with various scientific fields, including: chemistry, physics, biology, midwifery, 

embryology, anatomy, physiology, electrical science, teratology 
• Mary Shelley’s intellectual circles, familial and literary networks 
• Reading Frankenstein: textual/critical practices; intertextuality; Frankenstein and its audiences; reception: 

then and now; editing Frankenstein 
• Circulating Frankenstein: National and transnational circuits; translations 
• Before Frankenstein: models, myths and monsters; literary and philosophical traditions 
• After Frankenstein: legacies and afterlife; parodies; adaptations; Frankenstein in old and new media 
• The scientific afterlife of Frankenstein: present-day contexts and controversies; reading modern science 

through Frankenstein 
 
Organizing Committee: Lilla Maria Crisafulli; Keir Elam; Serena Baiesi; Gino Scatasta; Cecilia Pietropoli; 
Gilberta Golinelli; Carlotta Farese; Anthony Mandal; Nicola Watson; Martin Willis. 
 
Registration: The conference will be free to attend. The optional conference dinner (€35) will take place on 
the first evening of the conference (20 September 2018). 
 



Accommodation: There is a range of affordable private accommodation in Bologna within walking distance 
of the conference venue. The University of Bologna will also offer budget accommodation immediately 
adjacent to the conference venue. 
 
Provisional Programme: During the conference, activities will be organized together with cultural 
institutions in Bologna, including the Seventeenth-Century Anatomical Theatre (Archiginnasio) and the Museo 
di Palazzo Poggi, which holds a famous collection of midwifery specimens; materials related to Luigi Galvani, 
whose work inspired Mary Shelley; and Anna Morandi Manzolini’s wax sculptures dedicated to the study of 
human anatomy.  
 
PhD/ECR Pre-Conference, 19 September 2018, 14.30-18.30 
• 10 speakers + convenors / two roundtables of up 2 hours each, including coffee break 
• Welcome Cocktail, Corte Isolani 
 
Conference Day 1, 20 September 2018, 9.30-23.00 
• 9.30: Opening Remarks (Vice-Chancellor, University of Bologna; Head of Department, Lilec; Lilla and 

Serena, CISR; Anthony and Martin, Cardiff; Nicola, ERA) 
• 10.00: Session 1 [3 speakers] 
• 11.30: Coffee Break 
• 12.00: Session 2 [3 speakers] 
• 13.30: Lunch 
• 15.00: Session 3 [3 speakers] 
• 16.30: Coffee Break 
• 17.00: Session 4 [2 speakers] 
• 18.30: Visit and Readings, Palazzo Poggi/Archiginnasio  
• 20.00: Dinner, Osteria Romagnola 
 
Conference Day 2, 21 September 2018, 9.30-18.45 
• 9.30: Session 5 [3 speakers] 
• 11.00: Coffee Break 
• 11.30: Session 6 [3 speakers] 
• 13.00: Lunch 
• 15.00: Panel 7 [3 speakers] 
• 16.30: Coffee Break 
• 17.00: Panel 8 [3 speakers] 
• 18.30: Closing words 
 
Publication: Delegates will be invited to submit full articles for publication in special issues of the Journal of 
Literature and Science (www.literatureandscience.org), La Questione Romantica (www.liguori.it/periodici) 
and Romantic Textualities: Literature and Print Culture, 1780–1840 (www.romtext.org.uk). 
 
  

 


